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NEWS RELEASE 
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Date:  February 6,  2023 
 
Subject:  Appointment of  Federal  Public  Defender 
  Western District  of  Oklahoma 
  
 
Oklahoma City ,  OK --  On February 2,  2023,  the United States  Court  of  
Appeals for  the  Tenth Circuit  appointed Jeffrey Byers as the Federal  
Publ ic  Defender  for the Western Dis t r ict  of  Oklahoma.  
 
Mr.  Byers  earned both his  undergraduate  and law degrees  f rom the 
Universi ty of  Oklahoma where he a lso served on the  American Indian 
Law Review.  After  graduat ing law school ,  he  became an assistant  public 
defender  for  Oklahoma County then joined the f i rm of  Byers & 
Associates where he served as  managing par tner .  In 2010 he joined the 
Office  of the Federal  Publ ic  Defender for the Western Dist r ict  of  
Oklahoma where he was appointed the Interim Federal  Publ ic  Defender  
in  June 2022.   
 
The Honorable  Timothy DeGiusti ,  U.S.  Dist r ict  Judge for  the  Western 
Dist r ict  of  Oklahoma, adminis tered the  oath to  Mr.  Byers  on February 
2nd,  after  which Mr.  Byers  off ic ia l ly  assumed the  dut ies  of the office  of 
the Federal  Public Defender .   
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The Criminal  Just ice  Act  of the Uni ted States  requires  every federal  
Dist r ict  Court  to  develop a  plan for  furnishing legal  representat ion to 
indigent  defendants.   By federal  statute ,  Federal  Public Defenders are 
appointed by the judges of  the United States  Court  of  Appeals for  the  
federal  judicial  c ircuit  in which the  par t icular  dist r ict  i s  located.   The 
Tenth Circuit ,  wi th administrat ive headquarters in  Denver,  Colorado,  
encompasses  the  s tates  of Colorado,  Kansas ,  New Mexico,  Oklahoma,  
Utah,  and Wyoming.  
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