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Appointment of the Federal Public Defender for the District of Colorado 

 
Denver, CO -- The United States Court of Appeals for the Tenth Circuit has 
selected Matthew Belcher as the next Federal Public Defender for the District of 
Colorado. Mr. Belcher has served as the First Assistant Federal Public Defender in 
Denver since 2021. 

Mr. Belcher earned his undergraduate degree from Stephen F. Austin State University in 
Nacogdoches, Texas, and his law degree from Texas Tech School of Law in Lubbock. He 
then went on to earn a Master of Laws degree in federal trial advocacy from California 
Western School of Law in San Diego. 

Mr. Belcher began his legal career as a public defender for the Wichita County Public 
Defender’s Office in Wichita Falls, Texas. In 2007, he became an Assistant Federal 
Public Defender for the Northern District of Texas Federal Public Defender’s Office in 
Fort Worth. In 2011, Mr. Belcher became an Assistant Federal Public Defender for the 
District of Colorado Federal Public Defender’s Office in Denver. 

Having dedicated his entire legal career to representing indigent clients, Mr. Belcher 
is committed to ensuring that the District of Colorado Federal Public Defender’s 
Office enforces the constitutional right to counsel by providing zealous, high-
quality legal representation to its clients. 

His appointment is pending completion of a background investigation. Effective July 
1, 2026, Mr. Belcher will serve as the Interim Federal Public Defender for the District 
of Colorado. His primary office will be in Denver. 

The Tenth Circuit, with administrative headquarters in Denver, Colorado, 
encompasses the states of Colorado, Kansas, New Mexico, Oklahoma, Utah, and 
Wyoming. 
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