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This Week in History, October 13 — October 19

1066: The Battle of Hastings was fought on
October 14 in England between the forces of
William, Duke of Normandy, and King Harold of
England. William was the ruler of Normandy, a
part of present- day France, and a cousin of the
late English King Edward. King Edward died
childless, and William was next in line to inherit
the crown. However, English nobleman Harold
Godwine claimed that King Edward had
promised him the kingdom, and he seized the
crown as King Harold. The resulting war over
the succession led to the Norman Conquest and
the victory of William the Conqueror.

1859: Abolitionist John Brown led a small group
of men in a raid on a federal armory in Harpers
Ferry, West Virginia on October 16. Brown
hoped his raid would inspire a slave revolt in
the south which he would help arm with
captured guns, but this did not occur. Brown’s
men were quickly captured by federal troops,
with ten of the raiders killed. Brown was
executed on December 2 for his role in the raid.

1917: Mata Hari, stage name of Dutch exotic
dancer Margueretha Zelle, was executed on
charges of espionage by the French on October
15. A well-known dancer, Mata Harl was also a
courtesan who had affairs with both French and
German military officers before World War 1.
During the war, she passed many of the secrets
she had learned from her French lovers to the
German military. She was arrested by the
French for these activities, and convicted on
July 25, 1917.




1989: A massive 7.1 earthquake struck the San
Francisco Bay area on October 17. The quake
left 67 dead, many killed when elevated
freeway sections in the region collapsed during
the evening rush-hour quake. Though the
dangers of earthquakes were well known in
California, many structures in San Francisco
were still not retrofitted to modern building
standards, leading to many deaths and injuries.

1998: A massive oil pipeline explosion in Jesse,
Nigeria killed 700 on October 17. Many oil
pipelines in Nigeria are routinely tapped by
impoverished villagers, who sell the stolen oil
for extra cash. The extremely dangerous
practice has led to several explosions over the
past several decades. The blast at Jesse was
possibly caused by sparks from a cutting tool
used to tap into the line, or from a discarded
cigarette.




